
First Grade Language Arts – Reading 5th 6 Weeks Curriculum Corner 

Fun Ways to Practice at Home 

Cause-Effect:  
Children often begin identifying cause effect relationships well before 
learning about it in school.  Why is that?  Probably because it is just as much a 
life skill as it is a reading skill.  For example, you might say to your child, 
“Because you cleaned your room quickly, we can go to the park to play.” 
Identifying cause-effect relationships while reading helps the reader better 
understand the text.  The “cause” of an event is “why” it happened, and the 
“effect” is the “what” that happened. 
How can help your student identify cause-effect relationships?  
• Practice identifying cause-effect relationships outside of reading.  
           (Cause:  I waited too long to eat.  Effect:  My food got cold.) 
• When reading, talking, or viewing –  

o Look for these cause clue words:  since, because, if, due to, etc… 
o Look for these effect clue words:  so, then, therefore, as a 

result, etc…  
o Ask questions like: 
 “What just happened?”   
 “Why do you think it happened?”  
 “So what is the cause, and what is the effect? 

• Remember:  Sometimes cause-effect relationships are right 
there in the text, but beware because sometimes you must 
infer them! 
o Use what you already know together with what you have 

learned from the text to infer cause-effects from the text.    

Multiple Meaning Words:  Multiple Meaning 
Words are words that have more than one 
meaning. Readers must try to figure out what a 
word means in the context of a certain sentence or 
story. Without this skill, students are less likely to 
understand what they read. 
How can you help your student use context clues 
to identify the best meaning for how a multiple 
meaning word is used in a sentence?  

Games can be a fun way to do this. 
• Treasure Hunt:  Look through magazines & junk mail and find a multiple 

meaning word.  Use the attached graphic organizer to guide your discussion of 
the different meanings of the word. 

• Meaningful conversations and wide reading:  When talking or reading, point out 
multiple meaning words.  Talk about the meaning of the word as it is being used 
and other meanings of the word.   
o Examples –  
 In the fall and winter, trees and flowers stop blooming, but in the spring 

everything comes back to life! (Say something like, “Did you hear the 
word spring in that sentence?  I was talking about what happens to the 
plants in the fall, winter and spring.  So I know that fall is referring to a 
season and not what happens when I trip over something.”)  

 When packing lunches for a picnic say, “We should eat one kind of fruit 
every day.” By kind I meant type, but what is another meaning for kind? 

Conversation starters:  What did you read today? What genre was it?  Was the main character good or bad? How do you know? What grade did you get on your report card?  What was the cause?   
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Genre Informa�onal Text Fantasy Fic�on Realis�c Fic�on Realis�c Fic�on Narra�ve Non-Fic�on Realis�c Fic�on 
Big Idea Important Details Infer Infer Infer Infer Infer 

Target Skill Conclusions Story Structure Cause & Effect Cause & Effect Sequence of Events Understanding 
Characters 

Word Work 
Sight Words 

r-controlled vowels: er, ir, ur 
baby, begins, eight, follow, 
learning, un�l, years, young  

r-controlled vowels: ar, or, ore 
beter, night, prety, saw, 
thought, told, turned, window 

oo, ou,  ew, ue, u, u_e 
again, along, began, boy, 
father, house, nothing, 
together 

oo, ou,  ew, ue, u, u_e 
again, along, began, boy, 
father, house, nothing, 
together 

ou, ow, oi, oy, au, aw 
also, anything, flower, 
kind, places, ready, 
upon, warm 

ou, ow, oi, oy,  au, aw 
buy, city, family, 
myself, party, please, 
school, seven 

Vocabulary 
Story Words 

Using a Dic�onary Entry 
Amazing, camel, color, 
dolphin, polar bear, 
porcupine, toes 

Prefixes 
Awful, delivery, drooped, 
lemonade, llama, pleased, 
staked, stroked 

Classify/Categorize 
Carton, empty, errand, 
grocery, happened, 
pocket, shadow, whirled 

Classify/Categorize 
Carton, empty, errand, 
grocery, happened, 
pocket, shadow, whirled 

Mul�ple Meaning Words 
Beau�ful, buterfly, 
caterpillar, chrysalis, 
milkweed 

Synonyms 
Brushes, crates, crew, 
pails, rejoined, repaid, 
seventh, soccer, 
unloaded, unpack 

Words Prey  Knowledgeable Errand  Snug Unload Outgoing  



First Grade Mathematics – 5th 6 Weeks Curriculum Corner 

 Fun Ways to Practice at Home 

Skip coun�ng and represen�ng numbers to 120:   
• The student is expected to use concrete and pictorial models to 

compose and decompose numbers up to 120 in more than one 
way as so many hundreds, so many tens, and so many ones. 

• The student is expected to skip count by twos, fives and tens to 
determine the total number of objects up to 120 in a set. 

• The student is expected to use objects, pictures, and expanded 
and standard forms to represent numbers up to 120. 

Links to interactive games online: 
Skip Counting –  
https://www.education.com/games/skip-counting-game-show/  
https://www.turtlediary.com/game/skip-count-by-2s-3s-4s-5s-
and-10s.html  
http://www.ictgames.com/saucerSorter.html  
Decomposing Numbers – 
https://www.mathplayground.com/magic_triangle.html  
http://www.ictgames.com/arrowcards.html  
Expanded and standard forms to represent numbers –  
https://www.turtlediary.com/video/number-forms-standard-
expanded-or-word-form.html  
http://www.ictgames.com/sharkNumbers/sharkNumbers_v5.html  
http://www.ictgames.com/sharknumbers.html  

Counting money by 2s, 5s, and 10s: 
• The student is expected to iden�fy U.S. coins, 

including pennies, nickels, dimes, and quarters, by 
value and describe the rela�onships among them.  

Prac�ce at home: 
Read the following statements. You may need a pencil 
and paper. 
 a)  Your mom said she will give you 1 nickel or 1 quarter. 
Which would you take, and why?  
b)  Beau thinks he has more money than Phillip does. Is 
he correct? Why or why not? 

 
c)  Emily says she has more money than Kelsey does. Is 
she correct? Why or why not? 

 

• The student is expected to write a number with the cent 
symbol to describe the value of a coin. 

Prac�ce at home: Alexa has these coins in her pocket. She 
wants to buy some items at the store. 

Item Price 
Bear 98₵ 
Whistle 75₵ 
Duck 85₵ 
Ball 94₵ 

a)  How much money does she have to spend? 
b)  Name one toy that Alexa can buy with her coins and 
explain your thinking. 
c)  Name one toy that Alexa cannot buy with her coins and 
explain your thinking. 
• The student is expected to use rela�onships to count by twos, 

fives, and tens to determine the value of a collec�on of 
pennies, nickels, and/or dimes. 

Prac�ce at home:  Give your child a variety of coins and help them 
skip count by 2s, 5s, and 10s based on the value of the coins 
represented. 

 

Enduring Understanding (The Big Idea):  Students understand and can explain how to represent the magnitude of whole numbers, and rela�onships within the numera�on system related to place 
value.  Students iden�fy and apply number paterns within proper�es of numbers and opera�ons in order to describe rela�onships and to develop strategies for whole number addi�on and 
subtrac�on computa�ons. 

Essential Vocabulary  

Skip coun�ng 
saltar conteo 

Number paterns 
patrones numéricos 

Coun�ng 
contando 

Place value 
valor de lugar 

Compose 
componer 

Decompose 
descomponer 

Expanded form 
forma expandida 

Standard form 
forma estándar 

Word form 
forma de la palabra 

   

Enduring Understanding (The Big Idea):  Students have been developing and using strategies within the fluency rou�nes, such as skip coun�ng, to count values of iden�fied coins and collec�ons of 
coins, including equivalent rela�onships.  In this unit students apply these strategies; these strategies build founda�ons for monetary transac�ons. 
Money 
dinero 

Dime 
moneda de diez centavos 

Nickel 
níquel 

Penny 
centavo 

Quarter 
trimestre 
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